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ARTNeT Survey on
Evidence-based
Policymaking

ARTNeT is conducting a
short survey of regional
policymakers to better
understand their current
use of trade research and
how research could better
contribute to evidence-
based policymaking.
Results will be announced

ARTNeT Seminar on Testing the Heckscher-
Ohlin-Vanek Paradigm in a World with Cheap
Foreign Labour

In an ARTNeT Seminar in
Bangkok on 30th June 2014,
Professor Eric Fisher from
California Polytechnic State
University gave a
presentation based on his
paper co-authored with
Kathryn Marshall, which
focuses on testing the HOV
paradigm. 

ARTNeT Seminar on Global Value Chains:
Developing Country Participation and Impacts
on Inequality

Dr. Javier Lopez Gonzalez
from OECD Trade and
Agriculture Directorate
presented his research work
on developing countries’
participation in GVC with
Input-Output models in this
seminar organized by
UNESCAP/ARTNeT on 13th
June 2014 in Bangkok.

10th Anniversary ARTNeT Conference

ARTNeT will mark its 10th
Anniversary this year. To
celebrate it is bringing
together ARTNeT researchers
and trade economists for a
conference on the theme:
"Trade in the Asian century
- delivering on the promise
of economic prosperity.” We

are happy that partners from CUTS, ERIA, ALADI and SUIBE will all be
organizing sessions. Interested participants should contact the
Secretariat: artnetontrade@un.org.

Upcoming Seminar: Aid for Trade and South-
South value chains

Linked to the UN Development Account Project Seventh Tranche,
ARTNeT is organizing a seminar on 24 September 2014 to review the
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by the end of August. 

Kazakhstan’s
Membership of the
EUC

The implications of
Kazakhstan's joining the
Eurasian Customs Union
for trade and WTO
accession are explored in
this policy brief.

Moving Freely?
Labour Mobility in
ASEAN

This policy brief reviews
the level of labour mobility
in ASEAN and finds the
region falling short of the
ambitions of the AEC
(ASEAN Economic
Community). 

SME Loan Defaults in
Bangladesh

What are  the reasons for
high SME loan default
rates in Bangladesh? This
policy brief reviews data
gathered from a survey of
96 SME loan recipients.

role of capacity building and research through Aid for Trade
interventions and to disseminate research on the monitoring and
evaluation of the impact of selected Aid for Trade projects in the Asia-
Pacific. For more information please contact Teemu Puutio:
puutio@un.org. 

From our members: Bilateral Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs): Opportunities and
Challenges for Bangladesh

Following the global financial
crisis, Bangladesh is still
ambivalent in setting its
strategy towards the rise of
trade agreements in
developing countries. This
latest study by CPD (Center
for Policy Dialogue) explores
Bangladesh’s scope for taking
market-specific initiatives
including Preferential Trade
Agreements (PTAs). The
working paper concludes that
Bangladesh’s major focus
should be put on signing
PTAs particularly with other
developing countries given
the limited level of export competitiveness.

From our members: Joining the Supply Chain:
A Firm-level Perspective from Southeast Asia

Joining supply chains has
been a fast-track route for
some Asian economies to
industrialize. This working
paper by ICRIER (Indian
Council for Research on
International Economic
Relations) examines the
fragmentation of
manufacturing across borders
in five Southeast Asian
economies. After mapping
supply chains and conducting
firm-level econometric
analysis on 5,900 enterprises,
the researchers found that
large firms play the dominant
role in supply chains in

Southeast Asian economies while SMEs make a relatively smaller
contribution to exports.

From our members: Female Entrepreneurship
and the Role of Business Development
Services in Promoting Small and Medium
Women Entrepreneurs in Sri Lanka

Out of the total "economically
inactive population" in Sri
Lanka, 69% are female.
This study by IPS (Institute of
Policy Studies) aims at
identifying the socio-economic
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and cultural barriers to
women’s progression in the
SME sector in Sri Lanka
based on first-hand
information from focus group
discussions, surveys,
interviews and case studies.
In particular, the study has an
emphasis on women’s
accessibility to Business
Development Services.

From our members: Thinking Aloud

Following the great success of
the first issue, SANEM (South
Asian Network on Economic
Modeling) has just released
their second issue of
Thinking Aloud which
focuses on regional
integration in South Asia. This
issue addresses topics
including: the importance of a
new regional policy regime;
the promotion of regional
value chains; the need for a
new investment regime in
Bangladesh; and the
significance of reaping the
'low-hanging fruit' for stronger

regional integration in South Asia.
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